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Isa (A.S) will descend?
If he(as) has passed away, then how do we interpret a hadith like this?

Allah's Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 

"The Hour will not be established until the son of Mary, descends(َیْنِزَل) 
amongst you as a just ruler, he will break the cross, kill the pigs, and abolish the 

Jiziya tax. Money will be in abundance so that nobody will accept it.”

Sahih Bukhari 2476



Will he fly down from the sky?

Many Muslims believe Isa (A.S) will descend from sky/heavens.

Note that the hadith does not say descend FROM sky/heavens

IT IS COMPLETELY WRONG!



What does it mean then?

● Descend in Arabic = “Nuzul”
● It signifies the importance of what Allah is sending.
● Same word is used for Muhammad (S.A.W) in Quran

“...Allah has indeed sent down to you a Reminder—A Messenger, 
who recites unto you the clear Signs of Allah..”

Quran 65:11-12

Did Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) come flying from the sky too?



Examples of Nuzul in the Holy Quran

● Quran uses the same word “NUZUL” for cows, sheeps and 
clothes.

● Did they somehow come from the sky or heavens too?
● No! They were created on this earth.

“ He has sent down for you of 
the cattle eight pairs.”

Quran 39:7

“ O children of Adam, We have indeed sent 
down to you raiment to cover your shame, and to 

be an elegant dress”

Quran 7:27



Messiah will be from Among Us

● This hadith clearly tells us that Messiah will be from among the 
Muslims.

● He will not come from the sky or heavens.

● He will be born just like any other prophet of the past.

Allah’s Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said 

“How will you be when the son of Mary descends amongst you and is your 
imam among you.”

Sahih Bukhari 3449



Why does the Hadith mentions Son of Mary 
(i.e Isa A.S)?

LIKENESS

Person like Isa ibn Maryam will 
come with a similar mission as 

him

PROPHECY OF 
MUHAMMAD  (S.A.W)
Muslims will become EXACTLY 

like the Jews!
-Jamia Tirmidhi*

MISSION of ISA (A.S)

To revive true teachings of Torah 
for the Bani Israel

MISSION of Promised 
Messiah (A.S)

To revive true teachings of Quran 
and Islam for Muslims
-Sahih Bukhari 4897*

* Click on Tirmidhi and Sahih Bukhari to open the hadith

https://sunnah.com/mishkat:171
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:4897


Likeness in the past

● Elijah will fly down from 
heavens. 

● Once Elijah comes, Messiah will 
come.

● Yahya (A.S) said I am the Elijah 
and Isa (A.S) is the Messiah.

● Jews rejected both since Elijah 
did not fly from sky.

● Isa (A.S) will fly down from 
heavens.

● Promised Messiah (A.S) said I 
am that Isa (A.S) mentioned in 
the hadith.

● Non-Ahmadis reject him since 
he did not fly from sky.

JEWS MUSLIMS



Why is Messiah called Isa (A.S)?

● Maryam (A.S) is called sister 
of Aaron (A.S). 

● Aaron (A.S) died 1400 years 
before her.

“O sister of Aaron, thy father 
was not a wicked man nor 

was thy mother an unchaste 
woman!”

Quran 19:29

● Ayesha (R.A) is called 
companion of Joseph (A.S).

● Joseph (A.S) died thousand of 
years before her.

This is done to show likeness of their actions to his (as) companions. 

Not that they were his literal companions.

Sahih Bukhari 682



Quick Summary!!
1. When hadith says Isa (A.S) will descend, it does not mean the same 

Isa (A.S) that was sent 2000 years ago.

2. It means someone LIKE Isa (A.S) will come, with a similar mission.

3. Isa (A.S) has died and cannot fly from sky or heavens!



Different descriptions

Sahih Bukhari 3438

Isa (A.S)
In heavens with other prophets

Latter day messiah i.e 
Promised Messiah (A.S)

Sahih Bukhari 3439

● First hadith describes how Isa (A.S) looked in heavens with other prophets.

● Secon hadith describes a vision/dream of the future where he sees Promised Messiah (A.S).

● It is mentioned on 2 consecutive hadith of Sahih Bukhari (most authentic hadith book).

https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3438
https://sunnah.com/bukhari:3439


But God can do anything??
● Non-Ahmadis will say God can do anything!

● They can make Isa (A.S) descend no matter what.

● God can! But He does not contradict His own words.

● Let us see what Quran says when Meccans asked Muhammad (S.A.W) to 
go to heaven and bring a miracle.



Yes... but what does the Holy Quran say?

“Or, thou have a house of gold or thou ascend up into 
heaven; and we will not believe in thy ascension until 

thou send down to us a Book that we can read.’ Say, ‘Holy 
is my Lord! I am but a mortal sent as a Messenger.”

Quran 17:93

● Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) clearly tells us that humans 
cannot ascend to heavens! 

● Humans have limits!



Who is the Hadith referring to?

Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (A.S)

He was born on this earth just like any 
other prophet of Allah of the past.

He did not fly from the sky!



Summary
1. Descent of Isa (A.S) is not literal. It refers to someone in the 

likeness of him.
2. Descent does not mean coming from sky or heavens.
3. It implies importance of something Allah is sending i.e a 

prophet.
4. Messiah to Muslims is not Isa (A.S) but Hazrat Mirza Ghulam 

Ahmad (A.S).



Extra resources

● Article: 
https://www.alislam.org/articles/advent-of-messiah-descend-or-return/

● Who are Ahmadis? - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WnTANi6_6WU

● Can Allah raise Isa (A.S) to heavens alive? (URDU) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vXko1vivfyE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WnTANi6_6WU

